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He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.—A Voice from Heaven. 
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CONSISTENCY OF OBEDIENCE. 


When the creature knows or even 


believes that the Creator has ordained | 


-any course or sent forth any pve? com- 

mandment, it should be of sufficient justi- 
fication to the mind of that creature that 
the appointed way is right and of suffi- 
cient weight to move such to obedience. 
When God directs, man should obey. 

A law or institution of Divine origin 
should be received as perfect. It might 
not be perfect in an absolute sense. It may 
be of a circumstantial nature and designed 


to accom e urpose or a. per- 
sonal Perhaps it is only to 
bring an individual or a society to à certain 
point where a superior law is in force and 
a higher sphere commenced. Or, per- 
haps, it is only given for the occasion, und 


is neither of 4 general nature nor common 


application. There are many such laws 
and directions that could be instanced 
from the Scriptures and other inspired 
records, as well as from the every-day 
dealings of God with His people, 
Saints. Nevertheless, such are relatively 
perfect, and will accomplish all for which 
they were given. ‘They are as perfect and 
effective as the circumstances will admit, 
or as the condition and character of the 
subject are capable of „ All the 
the laws and institutions of God being 
perfect and sufficient for that which they 
were given, obedience thereunto is con- 


‘sistent, wise, and imperative. 


Aay institution, doctrine, ordinance, or 


stacles removed, before the 
the |'can be thoroughly established, the will of 


commandment admitted to be of Divine 
origin should inspire every mind that 
makes the admission with the greatest 
degree of confidence. To doubt its wis- 
dom, its efficacy, its moral tendency, or 
its excellent practical operations, is to 
doubt the. Being who originated it, and 
to virtually ch the * with 
impotence, and Eternal Wisdom with 
foolishness. It is true, doubtless, that at 
the first introduction of a system, the 
establishment of an institution, or the 
revelation of a law, obstacles will stand in 
the way. The traditions and customs of 
the people, the prejudices of birth, class, 
and sex, the condition of society, and 
arrangements that are of long standing 


and popular are all barriers to the will of 


being done on the earth as it is done 
in the heavens. The mind has to be con- 
vinced, the heart softened by the Holy 
Ghost, unbelief chased away, and all ob- 
ivine system 


God 28 done on the earth, and 
complete obedience rendered to all the 


the institutions and laws of heaven. But 


there is this fact which must not be lost 
sight of in these’ considerations,—namely, 
that God never requires that of man 


which circumstances or His d tions 
will not admit of being and car- 


ried into effect by those of an obedient spirit 


and righteous tion. When the 
| Lord gives a commandment to nations or 
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"their salvation. The 
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sends a message to the world, that very 
act is a sign that obedience is both appli- 
cable to their circumstances and reason- 
able in its requirements. It is similar. 
with the ‘Church. When God further 
developes His system, branches out into 
another direction, commences. a fresh 
movemen', brings into operation a higher 
institution, or enforces a superior law, it 
should be an evidence to the Saints that 
the time is come when compliance may be 
considerately demanded, while on their 

rt obedience is both consistent and due. 
Though it will, of course, take time to put 
such a law into its greatest effectiveness 
and most satisfactory operation, yet, if 
endeavours are made to carry it out in its 
integrity, it will soon be found excellent 
in its workings and beneficial in its 
effects. 

When a Divine law or institution is 
introduced into the Church through the 
legitimate channel of the Priesthood, it 
should never become a point of question 
with the Saints whether or not the time 
for such introduction. Neither 
will jt be thus questioned by the obedient 
and faithful. By the Spirit that is within 
them, they will feel that it is the. identical 
time—the time when the most acceptable 
.. Obedience can be rendered. They will 
readily realize that to put off compliance 
to a future period will not only be offen- 
sive to God, but liable also to lose for 
them the blessing, and perchance endanger 
-minded will 
know the time, obey wil! of heaven, 
and receive its blessings and approbation, 
while the ungodly will be inclined to 
' believe that it is introduced too soon, and 

tinate obedience, and thus lose the 

ing and come under condemnation. 
Nei should the, wiadom, 
_ depex, henevolenge, and potency of law 
or institution of Divine origin be deemed 
open to discussion. we 
to question the character of the 
Author himself, there is not even logical 
consistency, pending on such discussian. 
It would R the Great Repre- 
sentative of Wisdom, and consequently 
would be wise in its nature and above the 
measurement of conventional reasoning. 


7 


It would be given by the Pure Teacher of 


_ “Morals, and would therefore be moral in 

its tendency. It would be instituted by 
the Benevolent Father of the human 
family, and its operation would be fraught 
with Divine benevolence. Being designed 
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CONSISTENCY OF OBEDIENCE. 


by God, and partaking of Almighty 
wer, its action would be effective, and 
its saving influence great. At every view, 
obedi appears consistent, and the 
obligation rendered more binding. 

To all but the brutal-minded and pro- 
fane, the fact of the Divine origin of any- 
thing might reasonably:be; ted to 
of sufficient weight to convince the mind, 
and of sufficient authority to stand as its 
own justification. That which comes 
from the Creator is binding on the crea- 
ture. And a command, law, or an insti- 
tution ought to bé considered as invested 
with the decision of every doubt on the 
matter, and with an authority which man 
has not the prerogative to abrogate. We 
should first ascertain whether or not the 

iven law is of Divine establishment. 

aving done this, all has been done that 
can justly be required to produce obedi- 
ence. Not that we would by any means 
have it imagined that obedience is to stop 
at blind, unintelligent submission. A 
holy ss ger of mind to dive into the 
the wisdom of God’s economy, in order 
that an offering to Him may be made of 
a higher and more’ intelligent reverence, 
is with an obedient 
spirit, Obedience is, however, the first 
disposition of a mind, But to 
stand over the decision of the essentiality 
or non-essentiality of obedience manifests 
great inconsistency, and is really a wicked 
trifling with God and sacred things. An 
enlightened man will at once comprehend 
the n its essentiality, and the 
righteous will humbly bow to it as a duty. 

When a person knows of the Divine 
origin and introduction of a law or an 
institution, it is presumption to hesitate 
on the propriety and necessity of obedi- 
ence, To admit that God, Jesus Christ, 
or the Holy Ghost, through the Priest- 
hood, has delivered and established any 
given thing, and then to ask, “Is it bind- 
ing upon me? — “May not I be an 


exception?” and to demand a justifica- 
tion for this part, and a reconeiliation for 


a more for this, 
and a greater authority for that, is, to sa 
the of it, — To 
— over the matter—to measure it by 

uman reason, and bring it to a conven- 
tional standard,—to criticise its intrinsic 
merits, and to ask the secrets of its object 
to make obedience necessary,—to question 
its essentiality, or to qualify admission 
with a “ perhaps it is binding,” &c., or to 
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DIRECTION OF A WORLD. 419 


speculate on the advantage of obedience | and feeble minds that are susceptible of 
and its profitable results, is like flying in | neither deep nor lasting impressions. But 
the face of the Creator, and charging | it will be generally found mixed with a 
Eternal Wisdom with foolishness. In | great deal of presumption as well as i 
some cases, such conduct might be par- rance, and that it springs petaciptity Toon, 
tially the result of a weak impression of | a dishonest mind and a spirit of disobe- 
the necessity of obedience’ made on dail | dience. : 


DIRECTION OF A WORLD. 
(Continued from page 262.) 
CHAPTER v. 


The earth 
mour neth and fadeth away, the world lan h and fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do 


languish. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore bath the curse devoured the 
earth, 3 — dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and 
few men left.“ — 


The world has been travelling in a path | phantom glory. There is a detail to the 
where a way-mark is, as it were, planted, | subject; and not until that is traced do 
bearing as an inscription, “ The Rise and | the full horrors become realized. So also 
Fall of Empires.” The general history | it is in the breaking-up and conflict of 
of nations will show some of the broad | mankind. There is a detail. That 
and striking causes of that rise and fall. | detail will be found in the social, political, 
Out of the breaking-up of mankind, the | and religious states of the world. 
nations, kingdoms, and empires of the | In tracing this detail, we see what deep 
earth have grown. Here we directly | root the seeds of dissolution have taken 
come to a great radical flaw in the con- in society, and how inevitably the present 
stitution of society—the world at the | state of thin pee aes away. In the 
very onset travels towards, not organiza- present hen 7 itical, and religious con- 
tion, but disorganization. In building | ditions of society, we see at once the 
nations, kingdoms, arid empires upon the | extensiveness and minute ramifications of 
dividings—the disunions—the breakings- | a tendency to disunion and strife. Here 
off among mankind, ng society = may also be found innumerable branchings 
an essentially sandy foundation. — out of the world into various kinds of 
falling must come as the fruit of the seeds | wrong directions. Here we can more 
‘sown in the rising. It will be brought | clearly perceive the nearness of the world 
about by the consequent antagonism | to those limits where another inscription 
growing out of these breakings-off. Na- will be fouand,—namely, “Thus far shalt 
tions will catch the glory of waning thou go, but no further.“ 
nations, kingdoms the breath of dying | Never was there a time since the 
‘kingdoms, and es rise out of the creation when the divisions of mankind 
fall of empires. This, indeed, has been were so ramified, and the conflict so 
the actual history of the world. — as at the present. In England and 
But, after all, national divisions and | America it has become almost literally 
strife merely present us with the general | true that man’s hand is against his 
view of the direction which’ the world | neighbour. This fact tells a startling 
has taken towards conflict and chaos. | tale, and shows fearful prognestications of 
‘That view is like one of its own battle- | the future; for the nearer the world 
‘fields. Looking at it, the eye takes in | travels to this state of which Christ pre- 
‘the broad horror, which sends a shiidder | dicted, the nearer it is to social dissolution 
through the soul. But mixed with that and death—the nearer to that point 
emotion will be found a kind of sublime | where old things must pass away. 
sensibility, produced by the horrid gran- {| The world has well aig xéached a state 


deur of mighty nations rushing to battle, | of thorough disorganization and radical — 


and terrible armies struggling for a oonfliot of interests. To bring the point. 


| 


420 ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


home to our readers, let us take England 
asthe example. And first, let us take a 
view of her social condition. 

In the social condition of England, 
embracing her commerce, labour, and 
oa trade, we see almost a total 

ing-up and a radical and irrecon- 
wileable conflict of interests. Every mer- 
chant, banker, shopkeeper, master, and 
man form a part of the national chaos, 
und join in a general antagonism. There 
Are scarcely even two friends or relations 
who have not their lives of social divisions, 
and whose interests do not conflict, cross, 
or part at some point. Nearly eve 
man stands upon his exclusive, individ 
social good; nearly every one enters into 
the battle of life single-handed. It is true 
that fathers lend assistance to their 
children, and so also with other relations. 
Bat this is merely family assistance, 
i only in certain cases, and 
received only by a few fortunate indivi- 


uals. The working of the social system the 


itself, however, gives no aid and offers no 
assistance. It rather nts obstacles, 

uces division, and creates strife. 

@ social community o . It is true, 
a few modern reformers have endeavoured 
to introduce the co-operative principle. 
Bat, like a tender sprig transplanted td a 
barren and weedy field, it has not grown. 
The only point where interests even 
appear to reconcile is where no connec- 
uon becomes profitable. When this is 
not the case, English society present some- 
thing like a picture of wolves 
feeding upon each other. The time is 
mot far distant when it will be seen how 
fearfully the social condition of England 
will become productive of convulsion, 
misery, and dissolution. What is true of 
this nation is also true concerning the 


world generally, though, in this particular 


symptom of organi n, other nations in 
ir dying 1 from circum 
stantial eauses, be less convulsive. 
In politics, the world has become 
anarchial in its divisions and paralyzing in 
its strife. It has never presented such an 
arena of political gladiators as at the 
present. pecially is this true of those 
nations where the iron foot of mili 
despotism is not crushing the neck of the 
people. And this fact forcibly shows that 
the world is going entirely in a wrong 
direction, inasmuch as it requires a cruel 
N tyranny to keep it in restraint. 
In England, party strife, opposition, 
and paralyzing combinations of factions 
to throw out an Administration are of 
every-day occurrence. Periodical changes 
of ministry become more frequent. They 
are expected by the country, and people 
wait for them with a mixture of languor 


approach of night. And these 
changes are found, indeed, to be nights 


to usefulness dispels, England has tra- 
velled far towards political chaos and 
paralyzing conflict, while America has 
outstripped her. | 

The religious state of the world is im 
keeping with the rest. Here, indeed, 


seeds of dissolution are sown in all human 
inexperience and perverseness, planted 
them, and the fruits thereof are — 
reaped. The creature has refused to 


right direction, and it has travelled to- 
wards its grave. The present form of so-. 


ciety is mortal, and therefore it must die l 


(To be continued.) 


ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS. ANSWERED. 


OBJECTION. 
Scripture. You we not 
the Land’ of tthe 
finger of God,’ of ‘the hand of the Lord?’ 


Undoubtedly we do; but the only question 
3s, How are they to be understood? Now, 


and longing, like the labourer looking for 


bringing dreams, which the morning-call _ 


chaos is come again.” The fact is, the 
systems and organizations. Man, in his. 
over the earth; and inasmuch as the 
wind is sown, the whirlwind must be 
allow the Creator to lead the world in the 


(Continued from page 406.) 
we say that they are to be taken in a 
figurative sense, as setting before men 
with limited ideas great truths, in a 
manner so plain that the weakest may 
comprehend. But.you Latter-day Saints 
say, No—we will take the plain literal : 
meaning. Well, be it so. By the same 


ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


| 

rule, will make the Almighty a ‘man 
‘tower, a 7 By the 
same rule, you will make our Saviour a 
‘door,’ a vine, and a rock; or your- 
selves so much hay, for it is written, ‘ All 
flesh is grass.’”— Mormonism Anti- 
Scriptural, by the Rev. B. Willmore. 


ANSWER. 
There are many expressions used in 
Scripture, in reference to the Lord, similar 
to those mentioned by our objector, some 
of which are evidently used metaphorically, 
and others literally; and, in many cases, 
literal facts are expressed in somewhat 
figurative language. The nature of the 
case, as observable either in the text itself 
or in the context, will, in most cases, de- 
termine the point as to how “the lan- 
e of Scripture” is “to be under- 
F004,” in that respect,—whether it is “to 
be taken in a figurative sense,” or whether 
we are to take the plain literal mean- 
ing.” We certainly “take the plain literal 
meaning” of a and a 
“figurative” interpretation only where 
there is an obvious and unmistakeable 
necessity for so doing. 


OBJECTION. 

“The doctrine of immersive baptism 
being essential to salvation is at variance 
— character — 
ove. Can we su unbaptised 
heathens, Jews, —— with 
the millions who died before the Mormon 
gospel came, to have perished? Such a 
supposition is monstrous. The Mormons, 
to get rid of the difficulty, have invented 
an absurd theory upon 1 Cor. xv. 29. 
Paul was there reasoning upon the resur- 
rection, and says, as 80 many were be- 
coming martyrs by professing lanit 
by baptism, what was the use of being 
baptised if Christianity were not true. 
Mormons, however, explain this verse, 
that, if any Mormon has a relation, or 
friend, who has died without Mormon 
baptism, he can be baptised for him, and 
this will avail to his salvation !”—* The 
Mormon’s ‘ Only Way to be Saved,’ nor 
the way to be Saved,” published by P. 
Drummond. 


— 


How “the doctrine of immersive b 
tism being essential to salvation” can 
m any way “ at variance with the character 


from which“ baptism 
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of God as a God of love, is a problem 
which: we afe tételly ‘umible to seine, 
presume, or ; 
that baptism is “essential to salvation ™ 
is evident from the fact that it i 


ow 


ance” spoken of by the objector 
where but in his own 
cannot deny that obedience to 
— is essential to salvation, nor can 
isprove the fact that ism is an 
nance of that Gospel. he ex 
saved without compliance with the 
uirements of the he will ass 
d himself mistaken. The idea of bap. 
tism or any other Divine, Gospel institu. 
tion being non-essential is a trick of the 
Devil to lure men away from that strait, 
path of obedience which leads to life 


The 
at the very 


baptism!!” As well might the objector 
about “the doctrine of” believing. 


ness, or submissive obedience being deemed 
us as “ essential to salvation, as to talk 
us of “immersive baptism!” What other 
kind of true baptism is there? “Bap. 
tism and “immersion ” are synon 
and : the above double 
on, ore, is un 
tional habits of ing, we might sa 
that immersion is the only true form 
ef Weed dar it 5 
F baptism, but it a 
ttself. There Snes a Greek lexicon in 
existence but what gives “immersion ” as. 
the primary, literal meaning of the word 
— 
“monstrous ” suppositi 
that “all unbaptised — re Jews, 
the Goopal, have 
now “ have peri 
it will be evident to all who are acquainted — 
with our doctrines that we entertain no 
such It — — a — 
notion in essing Christian wor 
and evidently . in by our objector, 
according to other parts of his writing, 
that there is no repéntance, no reception 
matters pertaining to sal va gni 
after death; and therefore, te him, the 


idea of “heathens,” or “Jews,” or aby 


faith, or correct truth, or just righteous. 


— — 
— Where, then, lies the “ varj. 
ression baptism,” 
of the objection, shows 
ttle of the cloven foot. Jmmersiwva. | 


ever 


that to wiih: we have adverted we con- 
sider as being utterly “at variance with 
of Goll God of love.” 
That which our objector prematurely 
sets down as “an absurd upon 
1 Cor. xv. 29” will be found, upon due 
investigation, to be, at least, far more 
reasonable than the exp 25 


ad 80 many were becoming 


0 b 
what 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


self so positively upon the supposed mean 
ing of Paul, it ill be found that bis 
— differ is in 

m the opinions 
of many ancient and —— expositors of 
Scripture, whose attainments and re- 
searches have given them considerable 
eminence in the religious world. We 
might here cite from many noted 
authors, that entirely differ from our 
opponent’s views of the subject, and which 
tend to confirm our own. But the 
following extract from Barnes, the modern 
celebrated and popular commentator, will 
suffice for our present purpose. Hesays:— 


“There is, perhaps, no passage of the 
New Testament in respect to which there 
has been a greater variety of interpretation 
than this, and the views of expositors now 
by no means harmonize in regard to its 
meaning. It is possible that Paul may have- 
referred to some practice or custom which 
existed in his time respecting baptism, the 
knowledge of which is now lost.” “By 
others, that the Apostle refers to a custom 
of vicarious baptism, or being baptized for- 
those who were dead, referring to the prac-. 
tice of having some person baptized in the 
place of one who had died without baptism.” 


We are indebted to Divine Revelation 
iven to us as hy through 
het Joseph Smith, for our doc- 
trinal — upon this subject of 
baptism for the dead.* And we consider 
it entirely out of our opponent's power to 
prove it to he “an absurd theory.” We: 
think the absurdity lies in his own ex- 
| planation, whieh is as remote from the- 
plain, common-sense import of the pas- 
sage as the poles are asunder. 

* For further elucidation of the principle, 


see Objection Answered in Star No. 32, 
Vol. xix. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Continued from page 408.) | 


[January, 1843. 


Friday, 20th. Visited at brother Mark's 
this morning; returned at ten a.m., and 
gave Dr. Richards and W. W. Phelps 
some instructions about the History, when 
I received the following communica- 
tion :— 


| 


From W. W. Phelps to Joseph Smith, the- 
Prophet. 


Go with me. Will you go to the Saints. 
that have died, 
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class of persons not professing popular 
Christianity, being ultimately saved, will 
appear “monstrous;” for the common 
doctrine is, 
perish. 

So far from any attempt being made 
by the “Mormons” to “get rid of the 
difficulty,” they do not regard it as a 
“difficulty” at all. It is only a figment 
of modern We regard the 
Creator and Saviour of the world as a 

mich has nvented. jy Goes 
thing of the kind. On reference to the 
chapter and verse alluded to, it will be 
seen that the Apostle makes no reference 
to “martyrs” at all. He alludes to per 
sons who 2822 died without: 
knowledge of the Gospel —not to those 
who “were r martyrs by pro- 
a fessing Christianity by baptism.” His 
words are—“ Else what shall they do 
which are baptized for the dead, if the 
dead rise not at all? 2 they then 
the dead. In other words 
i 2 OF the 
: what is use of being baptised 
dead ? 
though our objector expresses him- 
(Ze be continued.) 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


To the next better world, where the 
righteous reside, 
Where theangels and spirits in harmony be, 


In the joys of a vast paradise? Go with | 


Go with me, where the truth and the 
virtues prevail, 

Where the union is one, and the years 
never fail : 

Nota ** can conceive—not a natural 


eye 
What the L Lord 
Go with me. 


Go 2 owes where there is no destruction 
N stent e. nor slanderers, nor nations 
Where d thes system is perfect, and happiness 


And the life is eternal, with God. Go 
with me. 


Go with me. Will you go to the mans 
sions above, 

Where the bliss and the knowledge, the 
light and the love, 

And the glory of God do eternally be? 

Death, the wages of sin, is not there. Go 
with me. 


In the afternoon, I attended a patie 
of ** Twelve, at President Young’s. 
There were present, Brigham Young, 
Heber C. Kimball, Orson Hyde, Orson 
Pratt, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, 
George A. 
brother Hyrum Smith. We had eo 
versation on a great variety of sub) 
I related my dream: J 
morning that I was in the lobby of the 
Representatives’ Hall, at Sp 
— of the members, who 

there, began to mar, and cut, 

| pou my — with pieces of iron. 

it as long as I could, then 

over the rail into the hall, caught a 
iron, and went at them, curs 
swearing at them in the most a 


dere them all out of the house. | 1 


( 


| God, as eden us we 


„Willard Richards, and | 


this | so.on to all.countries w 


ringfield, when | P 


| my house; and at four I 5 
| Ponts and his wife, Sarah inda, and 
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thinking they might a me where they 
could find me, when I awoke.” To dreain 
of signifles pros and deliver- 
ance from — dream of swim- 
ming in water signifies success 
among many people, and that the word 
will be bs socomspemed with power. 

I told Hyde that when he spoke 
in the name — e Lord, it — prove 
true; but must not curse the ple— 
rather bless them. nick 

I „in the name of the Lord 


— 
| so that we shall not b i 


our mens thereon, we will bave — 
gather the Saints by thousands and tens 
of thousands. 
This Council was called to reconsider 
ee Pratt, who had pre- 
deen out off from the quorum of 
welve for Re of duty; and 
pw Lyman had been ordained an 
Fr Fre told the Council 
that as there was not a quorum. present 
when Orson Pratt's gase dame up before 
them, that he was still a member that he: 
had not been cut off | oy ng (hae , and I won 
find some other place man, 
at three 


to which the Oouncil * 
told them | 


Young said there were bat 
when Amasa.was ordained. 
that was legal when no more could be had. 
of April next, or 
. — States; and when we arrive at 
Maine, we will take ship for England, and 
here we shall. have 
a mind to go. We must send for John E. 
to come home, and have all the 
uorum to start from this place. 
Let the Twelve be calfed on, on the 
— and a notice be 
Conferenee on the pl: 
If I hi 


rs to — — do 
At — o clock, Council 


Lydia 6 in the Mississippi ri 


To be continued.) 


= 
me. 

1 

| built, 

| 

| 

| 

4 

| Me t ese ore hroug? > Unitec 

f tates and through the world, and will 

ner, and lake just as big awake as God Almighty 7 
I wert to tHe told sent wi and ' 
me a clerk, and I would. make some laws i 
that would do good. There was quite a . 4 
colleetion around the 
to raise an army to take me, and there 8 
were many horses tied round the square. ver, 
I thought they would not have the and confirmed Charch, or- 
daining Orson Prat his former offie> 
iron, and mowed my way through their and standing in the quorum of the) | 
ranks, looking after their best race-horse, Twelve. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, JULY 3, 1858. 


Books AD BooK-KEEPING.—Much has been said and written lately on this subject; 
yet we feel constrained to again call the attention of the Priesthood to it. We fear 
that there is a carelessness, to say the least about it, on the part of some of the Priest- 
hood, in regard to this matter, and that they do not carefully and with the Spirit 
study the instructions put forth from time to time in the Star for their guidance. 
That there is an indifference or inattention to the subject, and a disinclination to 
reform in this particular and endeavour to acquire correct business habits, is evident 
from the fact that we occasionally receive similar letters from our Counsellors to one 
just received from President Ross, from Worcester, from which we make the following 
extract 

*The balance-sheet of this Conference was ins perfect muddle,—nearly as bad as the 
—— balance-sheets were; and, to make matters worse here, no books eould be found con- 
taining the items of expenditure. When the balance-sheet was made out, the leaves of the 
book were torn ont, and a new part opened for the present quarter, with the intention of 
having it destroyed also at the end of the quarter.” 

We are aware that heretofore the practice of mutilating, destroying, and burning 
the books has prevailed to a considerable extent; but we had supposed that enough 
had been said and written on the subject to set the Priesthood aright and insure a 
reformation in this particular ; ee e 
again referring to this subject. 

All the Books of a Branch, Conference, or Pastorate, whether large or small, in 
which any accounts or records of the Charch or any business pertaining thereto is 
kept, must be kept and preserved; and the Priesthood are again requested to turn 
their attention to the subject of book-keeping and learn to keep them correctly and 
intelligibly. We have lately been under the necessity of ealling for certain informa- 
tion and items of account from the several Pastors; and, with one or two exceptions, 
the reply has been that it is impossible to furnish the required information correctly, 
because the books in which those accounts were kept in the several Conferences have 
been destroyed or cannot be found. Now, the information required might have 
been furnished at once and with very little trouble, if the accounts had been properly 
kept and bodks preserved as they ought to have been. 

We wish particularly to call the attention of the Priesthood to our Editorial 
remarks in Numbers 14, 22, 23, and 24 of the present Volume of the Star, and ask 
them to read and study them with the Spirit until they fully comprehend and understand 
their meaning, and try to carry out the instructions therein contained in their every- 
day transactions for the Church. 

‘Hereafter, we shall consider any President, or other officer of the Church, who 
niutilates or otherwise destroys any book whatever, in which any account relative to 
Church matters is kept, as unworthy to hold or exercise any office in the Church. 
n en the brethren to give this — attention its ‘importance 
demands. 

The Elders of Israel should excel in all things, and observe order - system in 
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ä they do, as well in 1 book-keeping and transacting the business of the 
Church as in anything else; and this they will have to do, if ever they rise and 
become exalted in the kingdom of God. | 


— 


VISITING THE Sura. We have 8 in the Star, as well as in our personal 
instructions to the Priesthood from time to time in our visits to the Conferences, 
endeavoured to impress upon their minds the necessity of visiting the Saints at their 
firesides, and instructing and counselling them as their circumstances may require. 

It is the duty of Presidents of Conferences and Travelling Elders to be constantly 
on the move among the Saints. They should be diligent and active in visiting, 
instructing, and comforting the flock, taking with them the good Spirit, that they may 
be blessed themselves while they bless others. A faithful and humble discharge of this 
duty, we believe, would result in great good in many ways, and especially to the Elders 
themselves. It will leave them no time to grumble o or become dissatisfied with their 
positions or with the Priesthood over them. 

We have reason to know that, in some few instances, the Presidents of Con- 
ferences and Travelling Elders are still neglecting, to a considerable extent, this 
important duty, and that such Elders are possessed of grumbling and dissatisfied 
spirits, and are fearful that their brilliant talents, great usefulness, and mighty works 
are not appreciated and properly rewarded. Any President of Conference, Travelling 
Elder, or other officer, who is either too indolent, too talented, or too important to 
attend faithfully to this, as well as all other duties, will be considered as unworthy 
of being continued in office. | 

Our business, as Elders of Israel, is to build up and strengthen the Saints, and roll 
on the work of the Lord. A grumbling and dissatisfied spirit cannot advance, 
but will rather retard the work; and those possessing such should be removed from 
their offices, and the power to influence the Saints to their injury taken from them. 

Brethren of the Priesthood, be humble, faithful, and diligent in the work. Improve 
your “day of opportunities; and prove yourselves worthy of the Priesthood you 
hold, and your blessings and reward are sure. b 

It is but just, and we are happy to be able to say that but few instances of the 
kind have come to our knowledge. We have reason to believe that the great majo- 
rity of the Priesthood are faithfully, 3 and diligently ee: their energies 
to the great cause. 


LETTERS OF STaNDING.—We have reason to believe. that. in some instances the 
Elders have been too stringent in their rules in relation to granting letters of standing 


to members desirous of moving from one Conference to another. It often becomes 
neeessary for the purpose of procuring employment, especially in these dull and slack 


times, that such removals take place. From misfortune, perhaps from carelessness 
or other causes, they owe a few shillings of Tithing which they have neglected to 
pay up; and the Certificate is withheld from them until they send their back Tithing 
to the Conference they have left. They remove to another Conference; but, having 
no Certificate, they cannot join themselves to any Branch. In the meantime, they 
get employment and are earning money; bat, as they are not connected with any 
Branch, there is no one to look after them, and no Tithing is paid. The debt thus 
‘increases, until at length it is impossible for them to pay it. It is useless to think of a 
poor man’s paying six or eight menths’ back Tithing; and the result is a real loss both to 
the Church and the members. In all cases of removal of this kind, we would recom- 
mend chat the Certificate be made out, the amount of Tithing due entered on the 
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back, and forwarded to the President of 
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the to inch members 


have removed. It will then become the duty of that President to look after them and 
collect the back Tithing. It is a matter of no consequence whatever what Conference 
gets the few shillings, so long as the money is paid and the Church receives the 
benefit of it. The Tithing will thus be secured, and, what is of far more consequence, 
the members, by being looked after, are saved. 
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NOTTINGHAM PASTORATE. 


Nottingham, June 12, 1858. 


President Calkin. 

Dear Brother,—I feel it my duty to 
inform you of what we are doing and how 
we are getting along in this Pastorate. 
Since youand President Budge have visited 
us, the Saints seem to have taken hold 
afresh, and are now showing, by their 
works, that their faith is increasing in the 
work of the Lord. We have lifted nearly 
fifty pounds of the old book debt this 
quarter, and I think we shall make it 
look small by the end of the year. This 
has been raised by voluntary donations 
from the Saints; and I think they feel as 
if — ift 
very long, use they want liberty, an 
they know that we cannot have it until 
we work ourselves free from debt. I 
hope our Temple allotment will be all 
EAN by September, so that we may 

y for any other business you may 
have for us to do. | 
On the 19th of May, President Bud 
paid us another visit, and preached in the 
evening to a congregation of Saints 
in the halt; and I think heart re- 
joiced, for truly we had a of re 
ing uch a one, I think, as we shall | 
not forget. The Saints feel more and 
more the necessity of becoming acquainted 
with the practical part of our. religion, 
which our next Quarterly will 
show. I wish to inform you that it is 
about the time that we have held our 
Conferences here; but, as we hope and 
expect that you or those that you ma 
appoint will be with us, I leave it wi 


us, 
ou to set the time for us to have the 
together for that 
The brethren join 


brothers Ross and Budge, and | 


all in the Office. Iam yours truly, 


LETTER FROM ELDER W. BUDGE. 


“‘ Udgorn Seion” Office, Swansea, 
South Wales, June 9, 1858. 
President Oalkin. 

Dear Brother Having now spent up- 
wards of three months as one of your 
Counsellors, it gives me pleasure to write 
you a brief statement of the condition and 

of the Mission, as far as my time 
and opportunity have allowed me to form 
an estimate. . 

I have, it is true, commiunicated with 
you from time to time on the more im- 
portant matters, as they have come under 
my notice, and have had the benefit of 
your counsels. At the same time, I feel 
sure that information in relation to the 
present healthy and cheerful condition of 
the Mission will be acceptable to the 
Saints, and encouraging to them in their 
efforts in helping to build up the king- 

om | 


dom. 
There is much ‘satisfaction in 
good, and it increases as the fruits of our 
bour appear. Until the 5th of March, 
I continued to labour in the Birmingham 


Pastorate, introducing and working out 
as effectually as —— of 


conducting 

In this I have been most heartily assisted 

by the Priesthood. Being perfeetly ac- 

quainted with your intention to have a 

universal system of doing business intro- 

duced into the — te which all funds, 
inderstood and con- 


in Pastorate, 
and afterwards in all my visits in the 
Mission 


I found that, in man parts or the 


JOHN COOK. 


— — 

| 
by the Priesthood, I began to teach 
and practise according to your instfuctions, 

yourself, | was not properly understood, neither con- 
trolled by those who were responsible. 
Many of the reports of business matters 
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were merely traditionary stories handed 
from one to another, and not the 3 
of the most ordinary investigation. 
On the 5th of March, I left rr 
ham for Norwich, where I arrived th 
same evening, and was welcomed by 


Elder Scott, the President of that Con- | Lord 


ference. 
Next day, Pastor Bayliss arrived, 
and we, with the Travelling Ministry of 
that Conference, spent some hours to- 
gether, explaining the manner of keeping 
accounts and conducting business in ac- 
cordance with the new order of book- 
keeping about to be established through- 
out the Mission. 3 

Next morning being Sunday, we at- 
tended a Conference Council meeting, and 
still further explained and enforced the 
necessity of punctually attending to all 
kinds of business matters. During the 
day, we had also two very good meetings 
with the Saints. | 

On Monday, Elder Bayliss and myself 
went to Cambridge, and attended a very 
spirited meeting of the Saints. 

Next day, we went to Bedford, and had 
a good meeting at night, after having 
spent some time with Elder Jeffreys, 

resident of Bedford Conference, and 
his Travelling Elders, communicating to 
them what we had taught in Norwich in 
reference to business. 

Pastor Bayliss and the Elders with 
him were much pleased that the Presi- 
dency of the Mission was about to estab- 
lish a proper and uniform system of 
conducting business, and they were pre- 
pared to carry out all instructions on the 
subject. We had an excellent spirit in all our 
meetings and conversations, and I felt that 
everything would be well done here. 
to Birmingham on the 
I had the pleasure of meeting you at 
Derby on the 20th, and went with you to 
Nott 8 we were met by 
Pastor Cook. 


Next morning, we attended a general 
Priesthood meeting; and the counsel and 
instructions given by you on the Order of 
the Priesthobd, Tithing, and other prin- 
ciples of the kingdom, business matters, 


had two more ver} — 


to the 

day, we 
meetings, a large number of Saints heir 


| most of the Saints there. 
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visited and preached at Leicester and 
Derby, having very good meetings at each 
place. The Saints in this Pastorate are 
lively and on hand for any duty; and the 
Pastor, Presidents, and Priesthood gene- 
rally are devoted to the work of the. 


rd. 
On the 14th of May, I again visited 
Nottingham, and preached there in the. 
evening to a large and 8 
meeting; and, on the 15th, went to 
Grantham, where I met Elder Jones, and 
attended Conference at Risegate with 
him, as stated in my letter published in 
Star No. 24. 

Returning from the Lincolnshire Con- 
ference, I again visited and preached at 
Nottingham and Derby, with Pastor. 
Cook. The former was a very large 
meeting, but both were very good. 

The ‘Nottingham Pastorate is doing 
well, and improving all the time. While 
at Derby, I received instructions from 

ou to visit Southampton and the Channel 
ds, which I immediately did, being 

in Southampton on the 22nd (Saturday); 
and I attended meetings with the Saints. 
there on Sunday and on Monday 


ev 

On N Elder Mark Barnes arrived 
in Southampton, and we took steamer for 
Jersey, where we arrived on the following 
morning, having had a heavy sea to pass 
over. Elder Leiz received us very kindly; 
and on the same evening we attended a 
meeting of the Saints, and had a very 
good influence in our midst. 

On the following day, Elders Barnes 
and Leiz and myself visited some Saints in- 
| the country, about four miles distant, and 
returned with some of them to Jersey in 
the evening, where we held a Council 


™On Friday, Elder Leiz and myself went 
to the Island of Guernsey, and visited 
. In this island,. 
the Saints had not been much visited of 
late, and were wholly disorganized. Our 
visit, however, gave them new life, and 
hey promised to come at certain 
228 keep the commandments of the 


On Saturday, woe returned to Jersey, 
and spent most of the day in business. 

On Sunday, I attended three. public- 
meetings and a Council meeting, at all of 
which I felt well in giving instructions,— 

the other brethren who spoke also enjoy- 


After your departure on Monday, I 


ing much of the Spirit. 


| 
| 
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| 
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| 
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The Saints are not very numerous in 
the islands, but they were very glad to 
see us; and I feel that they, by being 

es. 
On Monday, May 31st, I left Jersey 
early in the morning, and arrived in 
Southampton in the evening. | 

On Tuesday, I went to Portsmouth, 
with Pastor Keaton, and had an excellent 
meeting with the Saints at night. 

Pastor Keaton and President Harder, 
of Southampton, feel well, and are on 
hand to carry out the instructions given 
_ them. They are bringing into practice 

the order of doing business now being 
established throughout the Mission. 

In my t.avels, it has been an easy mat- 
ter to show the brethren the necessity of 
a complete reformation in the business 
department of the Church; for all have 
felt more or less the inconvenience of 
being left to seek out their own inventions 
in their business transactions. I am also 
glad to state that I have not found a 
single instance of opposition to such 
reformation; but, on the other hand, all 
have manifested their willingness to make 
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Star have been of very t advan 
to the Priesthood, they 


the practical duties of the day. In my 


visits, I have felt after the spirit and con- 
dition of the people, and have instructed 
them accordingly as the Lord has given 
me wisdom. 

The prineiple of Tithing and the neces- 
sity of taking steps to pay the old book 
debts have received attention. Tithing 
is more and more generally paid; and in 
every Conference that I have visited, the 
Saints are making offerings to pay off 
book debts, and I expect a 2 sum will 
be obtained for that purpose. The Saints 
have entered into it with an excellent 
spirit. 

On the whole, I have never witnessed 
such a universal willingness to “ seek first 
the kingdom of God,” among the Saints, 
as at present. ; 

I am now on a visit with President B. 
— * the Conferences in Wales, 
an i report progress to you. 
My health is have a 
pleasure in my labours. With love to 
you, President Ross, and the brethren in 


the Office, I am yours faithfully, 


improvements as fast as ible. The 
WILLIAM BUDGE. 


leading articles lately published in the | 


OUR JOURNAL OF THE PAST. 


We believe that one of the most potent charms to call up and keep an interest in 
the mind of every one towards the work of God, and to keep all actively engaged in 
it, is to let the Saints know, as far as concerns them, what is going on, and how the cause 
is moving along. When they are pent up within the narrow limits of their Branches, 
with merely a grant of a little more liberty once or twice a year, in the shape of Con- 
‘ference meetings, the state of their minds and their interest in the work must neces- 
sarily be somewhat accordingly. If they, through not being in some sort of com- 
‘munication with other Branches, Conferences, and Pastorates, do not exactly imagine 
that they are the only Saints in the world, and that there is nothing going on any- 
where else, they certainly, unless extraordinary characters, cannot be so broad in their 
1 for their brethren and the work as though such a communication existed. 

f some means of travelling be opened, that they may roam through the Mission, 
and in spirit take part with every one and every work, they will — fuller of 
interest for the cause, their life and activity will be more vigorous, and their desire to 
‘be useful increased. | at 

Again, it is a trait of nature for the Saints to want, not only to know what those 
are doing in whom they are interested, and to take a at the great work movi 
along in every place, but they like their brethren to see what they are doing 
how it is moving along with them. | | 


Now, our especial object is to call up and keep as much interest as possible in the 
t work of God, and to actively engage every 
ion into sympathetic communication, let the 
them with interest, keep them 
of each other, we think no 
a judicious correspondence 


minds of the Saints towards the 
-one in that work. To put this 
Saints at every object that concerns them, 
active in the cause, and benefit them by the exam 
‘means would be more effectual for the Star to supply 
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the presiding officers of the Mission. To carry 
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out this view, we have instructed\ 


from | 
our Counsellors to lend their aid, and we also invite the Pastors to lend their 2 to 
our 


ly the Saints through the Star with 
perk, to throw hi mite with 


views of the Mission. 


S. form of corres- 


As a commencement ti bring things orderly up to the present, we lay 
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I have, as my labours in the Office 
permitted, employed my time in visiting 
some of the Conferences and impartin; 
such instructions to the Priesthood and 


Saints generally as they seemed to 
uire. | 


1 Feb. 27th. I went to Bir- 
mingham; and the next day being Sunday, 
attended a ＋ of the local 
Priesthood of Conference, and ad- 
with great om. irit pre- 
vailed, and the brethren felt blessed yer 
renewed in spirit and an increase of faith 
and strength. It has seldom fallen to 
my lot to meet so large a body of the 
Priesthood where more union and é 
will, humility and faith were manifested 
than 3 those brethren. In the 
evening, a large congregation 
of Saints, who seemed to enjoy much of 
the Holy Spirit, and were manifestly in- 
—— in union, faith, 
and appeared to rejoice m e tru 
of the Gospel. 5 

Monday, 29th. Returned to Liver- 


Saturday, March 6th. Went to Chel- 
tenham, and attended a Pastoral Confer- 
ence of the Priesthood. 

Sunday, 7th. Had the pleasure of 
meetin 
Trav 


and respect- 
ion twice 


sg y, 20th. Started for Notting- 
At Derby, President W. Budge 


ham 


Sunday, 21st. In the morning, met 
the dents of Conferences Tra- 


g | velling Elders of the Pastorate, and a 


local Priesthood, and 
much satisfaction in addressing them. 
and imparting such instructions as r 

uired for their guidance in the work of - 


the Lord. Elder Budge also addressed: 


them, and imparted much useful and 


valuable instruction. We had mucb of 


the Holy Spirit in our pee The 
brethren felt blessed and re ed, and: 
received our counsels and instructi 
with hearty zeal and cheerful d 


etermina- 
tion to carry them out to the utmost of 
their ability. In the afternoon and 
evening, hundreds came to hear. The- 
hall was crowded, and on both occasions. 
the most strict and anxious attention was- 
paid while we addressed them upon the 
principles of the Gospel as believed and 


taught by the Church; and we felt sure 


that the Saints were strengthened and 
refreshed, and that much good would 
result from these meetings. 
Monday, 22nd. Returned to Liver 
and resumed my labours in the 
ce. 


Saturday, 27th. Went to Sunderland: 

Sunday, 28th. In the morning, at- 
tended a Pastoral Conference of the 
Priesthood. Part of the morning was 
spént in hearing the s and testi-. 
monies of the Presidents and Travelling 
Elders, after which I addressed them at 
considerable length as the Spirit led, and. 
all felt edified, , and strengthened. 
The brethren there are united and faith- 
, enjoy much of the Spirit. In 
evening, I again addressed a e con- 
gregation at considerable | „ with 


— freedom, and apparently with much 


Pea, 29th. In the evening, in 
company with Elder Wallace, attended a 
meeting of the Saints in Newcastle- on- 


‘Tyne, and addressed the Saints for a short 


time. The Saints enjoy a degree of 
the Spirit, an in 


Hol 
faith snd goo works. 


pon nce, 
ore our | 
| 
| 
| 
1 
instructions as the N dictated. The | 
brethren seemed to be rejoicing in the | 
work, and expressed their determination | 
ae and a willingness to unite H 
with hearty zeal with their Pastor in i} 
carrying out any measures which might i 
be adopted for the advancement of the * 
work. I 1 
able if 
and was much ti 
bd desire to keep the commandments 110 
‘of God and to live as becomes Saints. i 
Monday, 8th. Returned to my labours Ht 
in Liverpool. 
i 
joined and accompanied me. | 
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Tuesday, 30th. Returned to Liver- 
pool. 
1 April 3rd. Went to Leeds, 
and attended a Pastoral meeting of the 
Priesthood. I addressed them at con- 
siderable length, and with much freedom, 
and imparted such instructions as the 

Spirit dictated. With one or :t#o excep- 
‘tions, the Priesthood in that Pastorate are 
cheerfully and diligently discharging their 
-several duties to the best of their abilities, 
and are united in upholding and sustain- 
ing the Pastor, and in carrying out all his 
views and suggestions for the furtherance 

of the work, Elder Jones is getting the 

Pastorate into excellent working order; 
and, although suffering from weakness of 
body and ill health, he is untiring in his 
labours. May the Lord bless him with 
health and strength, and preserve him 
long upon the earth to assist in carrying 
on His great work. 

Sunday, 4th. Went to Bradford, in 
company with Elder Jones, and some 
others of the brethren, and spoke at con- 
— length, both eens and even- 
ing, to large and respectable congregations ; 
— although there were quite a number 
of strangers present, and some who on 
former occasions had some disturb- 
ances in our meetings, yet there were 
-no indications of dissatisfaction, but all 
interested in and 
paid strict attention, and a good impres- 
— was evidently made upon them. At 
the close of the meeting, we bid the Saints 
adieu, and left them rejoicing in the truth. 

Monday, 5th. Returned to Liverpool. 

Sunday, 11th. In the morning at- 
tended Conferenee in Liverpool, and ad- 
at considerable length, and wi t 
freedom and, I trust, much weet abe 
to the satisfaction of the brethren. In the 
afternoon, spoke a short time to the Saints, 
and was followed by Elder Oliver and some 
others. Weenjoyed much of the good 
‘Spirit in our mila, and had a profitable 
time. 

Saturday, 24th. Went to London, 
and was kindly received by, and spent an 
agreeable evening with President Ross. 
Sunday, 25th. Attended a meeting of 
the Priesthood, with President Ross, and 

was much pleased and edified with the in- 
structions given by him; after which, I ad- 
dressed the brethren as the Spirit dictated. 
The brethren are united and alive to their 


really commendable. 


duties, and enjoy much of the Spirit; and 
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there is a degree of order and 


stem 
in the transaction of business Which is 
In the afternoon 
and evening, attended large and respect- 


able meetings, and spoke at considerable 


length and with much freedom. Much 
of the Spirit rested upon the brethren and 
Saints generally, and we had a time of 
rejoicing. The Saints feel well, and are 
faithful and humble, and their course is 
onward. 
Monday, 26th; Tuesday, 27th. Visit- 
ed the Crystal Palace and other places of 
interest in London, in er with 
1 Ross and others of the bre- 
n. 
Wednesday, 28th. Attended a mage 
social party of the Saints in Tabernac 
square, and was much pleased to see the 
good feeling and union that exist among 


Thursday, 29th. After a pleasant and 
not unprofitable visit of four days, I left 
London, and went to Birmingham, where 
I was met and kindly received by Pre- 
sident Budge and others of the brethren. 

Friday, 30th. In company with Pre- 
sident Budge, spent the day very agree- 
ably in visiting the Saints. In the even- 
ing attended a very pleasant and agree- 
able social party. | 

Saturday, May Ist. Visited Dudley 
Castle, and spent an agreeable hour and 
dined with some of the Saints. 7 

Sunday, 2nd. Addressed a large and 
attentive audience in Birmingham in the 
morning, and at Coventry in the evening. 
In both of these meetings, much of the 
goad Spirit was enjoyed by the Saints. 

the evening, I met with the Priesthood 
in Coventry, and had a pleasant and pro- 
fitable interview, and gave them 
| as the Spirit 

ictated. President Budge penton 
me during the day, cg addressed 
the meetings, giving much valuable 
instructions. We had excellent meet- 


ings, and much of the Spirit with us. 


Tuesday, 4th. Returned to Liverpool. 
Sunday, 9th. Attended Conference at 


Manchester. taken up 


. testimonies of 


an 


in hearing the pam 
the Presidents of Branches and in tran- 
sacting business. 


In the afternoon, I 
spoke for some time to a crowded bouse. 

veral of the brethren also addressed the 
congregation. The Spirit rested in 


abundance upon the people, and all fek 
blessed and edified. The Saints in that 


> 
hem. 
. 
— 


PASSING 


Conference. are doing well and progress- 
‘ing in righteousness, and are, with faith 


agr ening 
and the President of Conferences and 
Travelling -Elders of the Scottish Pas- 
ra * 16th. We attended Confer- 
ence. The hall was crowded, and the 
congregation was addressed by President 
Ross, and an animated, interesting, and 
instructive discourse was listened to wi 


n | well. 
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great attention; after which, I made 
some remarks, and gave such instructions 


as seemed necessary. Much of the Hol 
| Spirit was with us, and the Saints see 


to enjoy themselves and the meeting 


Monday, 17th. Met the Priesthood, 
and spent a couple of hours in still farther 
counselling and instructing them in their 
callings and duties; and although the 
brethren have been somewhat behind the 
the times, yet I am confident their hearts 
are in thée.work, and that they will redeem 
the past. In the evening, I bade them 


th | adieu, and returned to Liverpool. 


We have introduced and established a general order and system of book-keepin 
and all other business transactions, have endeavoured to make it — — 
throughout the Mission; and we have had the satisfaction of seeing the Priesthood 
generally receive the proposition cordially and lay hold of it with a will to carry it 
out, acknowledging the necessity of a reformation in that respect, and rejoicing in the 
it about. 

n some few instances, however, we found the brethren somewhat stereotyped 
hard: to: comprehend and slow to see the necessity of any advance from the good old 
way their fathers trod in, especially in the business ony ae 7&1 Some of the officers 
of the Church have seemed to think that all they had to do was to preach flowery 


‘discourses and large sermons, and secure to themselves a t name, while the 
business .of. every-day. life was almost entirely neglected. There seems in some a 


. culpable indolence in respect to the labour and business of their office, if not disincli- 
nation to the discharge thereof, and more especially in to visiting the 
Saints at their homes, and imparting such instructions and counsel as they — 
need, and in the keeping of the books and records properly. We have sacc . 
however, in convincing these brethren of the utility of our measures, and have had 
the satisfaction of receiving their assurance that they will carry out our instruc- 
tions to the best of their ability. 

Wherever we have been, we have also introduced the subject of the old book debt, 
and suggested the propriety of adopting some plan for ridding the Branches of this 
burden. We are pleased to see the Saints almost universally receive the proposition: 
with joy and promise to set themselves at once to work to accomplish it; and in 


many instances since, we have had tangible evidence of the sincerity of their pro- 

We have « our visits much, and everywhere find the people humble, 
teachable, and desirous to know and do the will of our Father in heaven. 


PASSING EVENTS. 


_ GenERsL.—Several hundreds of houses have been burnt at Constantinople. An armistice 
has been established between the Candia insurgents and the Turkish authorities. The 
Turkish authorities, it is said, are devoting all their energies to preparing a fresh 
expedition against Montenegro. The Turkish force at Regusa amounts to about twelve 
thousand men. A letter from Berlin states that the Prussian navy is about to be increased. 
A new bullet-casting machine has been invented by a Berlin engineer, by which two men can 
turn out 40,000 rifle bullets per hour. . Smallpox is reported to have been raging fearfully 
among the troops in Bombay. A Zemindar of the Chunda district is in arms and open 
febeilion, He has gathered together a most desperate lot of Rohillas, Arabs, aud others 
the Nizam’s territory. 


and = keeping the commandments 
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